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Nominating Committee’s Report

Synod Council - Secretary

Rev. Christopher Brown
Pastor, Bethania Lutheran Church, Solvang

I have been the pastor of Bethania Lutheran Church for the last year. Prior to
my current call, my last congregational service was at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Illinois during my yearlong internship.

I'm currently serving on the board of directors at Atterdag Village of Solvang,
which is an

all-stages of life retirement home ranging from independent living to 24-hour
nursing care. I'm also involved in a philanthropic organization in the valley called
the Vikings of Solvang that raises money for the medical needs and equipment of
low-income children and elderly. Finally, I'm consistently engaged in my community in non-formal ways as a
pastor in a small town. This ranges from the direct ministry that my congregation is involved in to the various
ways I'm engaged with the local schools, community events, and community services.

I'm involved in the daily task of ministry on a local level through my congregation. It's an older, but thriving
church that is allowing me to look at innovative ways of reaching out to people who don't typically come to
church. I'm a younger person and spend a considerable amount of time thinking about church trends and new
ways we can BE church in today's ever-changing context.

Patricia Digre
First, Torrance
(Lay, Female)

Pat is a retired social worker, born in Philadelphia. She received her Master’s
Degree in Social Work from the University of Illinois, Chicago Campus. During
her career, she worked in program development and management in
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Florida and California, operating programs for special
education, mental health, head and spinal cord injury and developmentally
disabilities. Pat retired from Harbor Regional Center in 2006.

Pat served as church council president for Trinity Lutheran Church, Manhattan
Beach. She also served on the Board of Directors of Lutheran Social Services of
Southern California, for nine years from 1996 to 2005 and as its chair from 2002 to 2005. During this time,
she helped the LSA (Lutheran Service in America) to include a track for board members in their annual
conferences.
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Pat left retirement to serve as interim CEO of LSS/SC (Lutheran Social Services of Southern California, now
Lutheran Community Care) in 2009/2010.  Pat re-retired in May 2010.  She then served on the board of New
City Parish and as its chair, from 2010 until 2015.  She is currently a member of the NCP Advisory Board.

Pat is a member of First Lutheran Church, Torrance, where she sings in the choir.

She enjoys travel, theatre, books, painting, knitting, walking and spending time with friends and family.  In
1965 to 1966, she spent a year as a VISTA volunteer in Atlanta.

John Halbert
Hope, Hollywood
(Lay, Male)

John Halbert is a member of Hope Lutheran in Hollywood, where he currently
serves as President of the Church Council. He has also served Secretary of the
Council. He is a member of Synod Mission Team for Justice, where he has been
serving as Secretary for 2 years. According to numerous sources, he is very good
at taking minutes of meetings. At Hope, he runs the rummage sale, and has
introduced several innovations, including taking credit cards, using social media
to promote the sale, and selling rummage online. John made a documentary about
Hope’s program of sending Recovery Bibles in response to requests from people
in prison. This documentary, The Unintended Mission, can be seen on YouTube, and a portion of it was
screened at last year’s Synod Assembly. He has a BA in philosophy from Swarthmore College.

Synod Council – Member at Large

Rev. Valerie Carlson
Pastor, Mt. Carmel, San Luis Obispo
(Clergy, Female)

Hello!  I’m Rev. Valerie Carlson and I am currently serving on your Synod
Council as a Female Clergy at Large member and loving it.  I’d be delighted
to have the opportunity to keep on serving in that capacity, if y’all are
willing.  I’ve been told I have helpful and interesting things to add and I love
making connections with folks from throughout our synod, hearing how
decisions impact our various conferences differently, and bearing witness to
how the Holy Spirit is moving in South West California now.  The adorable little girl in the picture with me
is Cora.  She’s 1 year old and absolutely delightful.  She sometimes comes to Synod Council meetings and
adds her (admittedly uninformed) opinion.
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Synod Council – Youth Representative

Rosalie Tarsala
Grace, Pasadena
(Lay, Female)

“My name is Rosalie Tarsala. I am fifteen and a ninth grader at Arcadia High
School. I attend Hill Ave. Grace Lutheran Church in Pasadena. I currently serve
as the Foothills Conference Representative on the Synod Youth Team.

“I have been playing the cello for five years. I enjoy doing crafts and I knit. I
really like to read as well. My favorite book is A Little Princess. I have an older
sister who is a freshman in college. We like to watch bad movies and laugh
together.

“Last year I was one of the synod representatives for my church, and that was
the first time I heard about the synod youth team. I saw it as an opportunity to be more connected to other
youth in the synod and the greater church body. My goal as the Foothills conference representative is to meet
every congregation in the Foothills Conference and help bring the congregations together. The Foothills
Conference is geographically small, but each church is isolated. My hope is that by bringing the youth
together, the churches of the Foothills Conference can reconnect and work together.

“If I am elected as the Synod Youth representative, I want to do my very best to represent the opinions of the
younger members of the synod. I hope that I can also bring my own unique perspective to the council.”

Synod Council – Conference Representative / Central Coast

Talitha Nelson
Peace, Lompoc
(Lay, Female)

My name is Talitha Nelson. I live in Lompoc and worship at Peace
Lutheran Church. I work with elementary children at the Youth Center
at our local Air Force Base in the School-Age Care program.

My dad is a pastor, so I grew up in the Lutheran faith. I have
worshipped at several churches in my life and, while I enjoy the
differences in worship styles, community dynamics, etc., I love seeing
all that we have in common as a church.
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I have served my church as a council member for two years and am now serving as the Vice
President for our church council. I was elected to be a voting member to Synod Assembly three
times. I am also in charge of our church's Sunday School program and head of our Discipling Team
which deals with worship, youth, and education. I love serving at my church and I hope to share my
experiences as a leader, lifelong Lutheran, an educator, and as a young adult by serving as a
representative to our Synod Council.

Synod Council – Conference Representative / Channel Islands

Pastor Jennifer Chrien
Pastor, Our Savior's, Oxnard
(Clergy, Female)

Pastor Jennifer Chrien was born and raised in northern New Mexico. She
studied at St. John's College in Santa Fe before attending the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Her husband, Steve
Simpson, is also an ordained Lutheran pastor. They share their home with
two cats and a little dog. Pastor Jennifer has served at Our Savior's
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Oxnard since July 2012.

Synod Council – Conference Representative / Tehachapi

Terri Pyle
Our Savior’s, Lancaster
(Lay, Female)

I have been a member of an ELCA congregation since 1985 and am currently a
member, of Our Savior's Lutheran in Lancaster, California. Through the years I
have enjoyed worshipping and serving in areas of ministry that include Church
Council, promoting fellowship, supporting Sunday School, VBS, worship assisting,
Eucharistic minister, and planning special events.

I am married and have three adult daughters. I have been employed with Lockheed
Martin for thirty-three years, and earned an MBA in 1994. I am looking forward to retirement on June 1,
2016.
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Synod Council – Conference Representative / Foothill

Pastor Kurt Christenson
Pastor, Salem, Glendale
(Clergy, Male)

I am the eldest son of Bob and Mary Christenson of San Luis Obispo. I graduated
from St. Olaf College in 1983 with a B.A in English and Philosophy. Going there
was my choice, I freely admit, not because of its stellar reputation, but because my
grandfather was living in Northfield, MN and I thought “what a great opportunity to
live near him.” Plus, it snowed a lot, which I thought was great fun. Along the way,
I acquired a superb education.

During college, I worked summers as a bible camp counselor, mostly at El Camino
Pines. It was that experience which confirmed my long understood but unanswered call to ordained ministry.
I attended Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley and graduated in 1988. A special gift of the
Holy Spirit was being able to share those four years with my brother Jon. Another gift was my internship at
St. Marks in Los Angeles. My first call was to Holy Cross in Ojai where I served nine years and then to
Bethesda in Springfield, MA, for nine more. Both congregations were “congregations in transformation”
when I arrived and were restored, thanks be to God, to vitality and health, experiencing significant growth in
numbers, stewardship, active families, and most especially renewed, restored, and resurrected faith and
mission.

My heritage in the faith dates back centuries through the generations to my parents. This is an important part
of who I am today. Honoring this heritage, theologically, liturgically and pastorally has been an influential
part of my ministry. I love the church of my forbearers. At the same time, I am deeply touched by the
number of people in our world who have little or no relationship with Jesus. Working to introduce new
people to a faithful life walk with Jesus in the living legacy of the Lutheran expression of the church, the
body of Christ, is my passion. A successful ministry for me includes holding to the heritage while also
reaching out with the Good News.

Whatever success I’ve had in ministry has come through the joy I feel in the Holy Spirit’s presence. Joy is an
essential ingredient in the Gospel of Jesus. As He says in His final sermon to the disciples in John 15:11, “I
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete,” and again in
John 16:22, “I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” I
have been willing to take Jesus at his word and it is the joy of the Lord which sustains and guides my
ministry.
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Synod Council – Conference Representative / Greater Long Beach

Nolan Green
Our Savior’s, Long Beach
Retired Teacher
(Lay, Male, Person of Color/Primary Language other than English)

I am Nolan Green, a transplant to California from the East Coast.  I’ve been
walking in my Christian faith just about all my life, and started in the Lutheran
tradition in 2001 or 2002. I became a member of Our Savior’s, Long Beach in
2003.

I retired from 38 years of teaching in 2013.  Most of that time was at the Jr.
Hi./Middle School level, with three years as an adjunct professor at Vanguard
University of Southern California,  Costa Mesa.

Very early in my time at Our Savior’s I worked with Altar Guild, the prayer chain and the Eucharistic
ministry (visiting and servicing Communion to shut in members).  Currently I’m serving my third cycle of
terms on the Church Council.  My two prior cycles were as Stewardship chair, and currently I’m serving as
Worship chair.

Retirement has allowed me serve our church more effectively and efficiently.  I was able to enroll in and
complete the last ELM class, 2014-2015.  For the past two years I have served our pastor and congregation as
sacristan.

I am looking forward to the challenge of serving the churches of the Greater Long Beach Conference as their
Synod Council representative.

Consultation Committee

Mrs. Carolyn Foster
Congregation: Community, Los Angeles
(Lay, Female, Person of Color/Primary Language other than English)

Mrs. Carolyn Foster is a member of Community Lutheran Church, Los Angeles,
serving on its Church Council as Treasurer and Co-Property Manager.  She is also
the Chair of the Altar Guild, helping to coordinate weekly worship with the pastor.
Serving on the Consultation Committee is yet another opportunity to do God’s work
by drawing upon her extensive career in Mediation and Negotiations where she
worked with the health attorneys assigned to Los Angeles’ County Counsel in
mediating unpaid health plan accounts.   She also has a graduate degree in
Negotiation, Conflict Resolution and Peace Building to complement this experience.
Mrs. Foster is the President of the African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA)
Los Angeles-Chapter (the largest ADLA Chapter in the nation) and equally serves
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as the Program Manager for the ELCA’s Rostered Women of Color project in Chicago.  In asking her about
this prospect she indicated: “I would be honored and delighted to serve God in this most meaningful way.”

Reverend William R. Hazard
(Clergy, Male)

I have been married for 40 years and I am the father of two young adult children. I
have served as a called pastor of the Lutheran Church for thirty-seven years. During
that time I have served five culturally diverse parishes. I have also served as Dean of
the Tehachapi Conference and the Greater Long Beach Conference for four terms. I
have been active on various boards of the synod over the years including
Congregational Ministry and Rostered ministry. I bring a keen theological mind, a
compassionate heart and a passion for justice to this Committee.

Rev. Robert Hamel
Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church
(Clergy, Male)

I was born and raised in rural, downstate Illinois.  I have known since age 14
that I was called into the ministry.  I attended college at Cornell College in
Iowa, where I met and married my wife of 37 years, Susan.  I attended Trinity
Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, and was ordained in 1984 in the
former American Lutheran Church.  I served 20 years in parish ministry in
Iowa, both rural and urban, solo ministry and multiple staff parishes.  At the
age of 40, I went back to school and earned a M.A. in Biblical Literature, followed by an M.F.A. in
Theatre Arts from the University of Iowa.  During that graduate study time I also served several
short-term interim ministries in eastern Iowa.  After graduation, I began a 10-year journey in
professional and educational theatre in Kentucky, and at two Christian colleges, Graceland
University in Iowa, and Westmont College in Santa Barbara, California.

My professional theatre work has been seen all across the US and internationally in China, Bosnia,
Macedonia, Greece, Mexico, and on the Shakespeare Stage in London, England.  During that time I
continued to do short term interim ministries, both in Iowa and subsequently in California.  I
completed the Intentional Interim Ministry training in 2015, and accepted a call to full time parish
ministry at Christ Lutheran Church, West Covina last year.  My past service to the greater church
has been the area of Worship, Music and the Arts.  I served on the Synod WMA committee for
Southeast Iowa Synod for four years, president for two.  I served on the ELCA Worship Leader’s
Network for two years.  I also served on the Iowa Campus Ministry Board for all three Synods in
Iowa for four years, president for two.  My wife Susan and I have three grown children all living in
the Midwest.  To our joy, they continue to be involved in the arts, each in their own way.
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In my 30-year service in Parish Ministry and Intentional Interim Ministry, I have worked with
congregational consultation committees several times.  I also feel that Intentional Interim Ministry
training builds up many of the needed skills to be a gifted listener and advisor on the Consultation
Committee.

Discipline Committee

Pastor Pam Challis
Pastor, Christ, Long Beach
(Clergy, Female)

The Rev. Dr. Pamela Joan-Swarts Challis grew up in central Indiana as the
oldest of three daughters. Pam attended Olivet Nazarene University in
Kankakee, Illinois, receiving a Bachelor’s in Education.  She married David
Challis and they have three children and six grandchildren.

Pam attended Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio where she
graduated with an M.Div in 1995.  She obtained her D.Min degree in 2009
from LSTC (The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago).  Pam has
served five congregations the most recent is Christ Lutheran Church in Long Beach.

Endowment Committee

Ms. Kathleen Elliott Chillison
Occupation: Corporate Finance/ Risk Management
Marriott International, Inc.
Congregation: St. Mark’s, Los Angeles
(Female, Lay, Person of Color/Language other than English)

I have been employed by Marriott International for over twenty-five years in the
field of corporate finance and risk management. In this capacity I oversee risk
management for all nineteen brands of Marriot’s hotel properties throughout Los
Angeles. I understand the concept of individual and congregational planned giving
and the endowment process.

My past and present ELCA church-related service experience includes:

 Treasurer – Board of Directors, Lutheran Services in America
 First church wide ELCA LIFT task force
 Advisory Board, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary
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 ELCA Discipline Hearing Committee
 Treasurer – Board of Directors, New City Parish Area Ministry
 Vice President – African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA) of Los Angeles
 Council member, synod assembly representative and food distribution volunteer, St. Mark

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Los Angeles.

I have completed the following applicable training programs:

 Equipping Leaders in Ministry (ELM)
 CREEDO at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary
 ADLA deacon training.

Currently, I serve as President for Thrivent’s and Vice President for ADLA’s Los Angeles Chapters.

A lifetime Lutheran Christian, I have led Christian education classes and volunteered in church pre-school
activities.

Both my husband, Robert, and I share a passion and a sense of calling concerning the stewardship of our time
and the abilities God, in His generosity and grace, has seen fit to provide us.

William L. Krantz
Retired
Trinity, Pasadena
(Lay, Male)

William Krantz collaborated on updating Trinity, Pasadena’s constitution and
bylaws to bring them into compliance with the 2013 model ELCA constitution.
He provides weekly assistance in restocking Trinity’s food bank and is a past
Chairperson of the church council. He is serving a fourth three-year term on the
Board of Regents at California Lutheran University, and has served 11 years as
the Chairperson of the investment committee. In addition, he serves as the co-
director of a test preparation program for candidates sitting for the three levels
of the chartered financial analyst exams leading to a CFA – a joint venture of USC and the CFA Society of
Los Angeles.

William Krantz served two three-year terms on the board of Solheim Lutheran Home (2009-14), and is
continuing service on two committees. A CFA, he had a 35-year career managing institutional client
portfolios including endowments, and in his 11 years as chair of CLU’s investment committee he was
responsible for CLU’s endowment and planned gift assets.
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